SMS Times

December 2018

SMS TIMES
The official newspaper of the SMS community

The meaning of
Christmas
Christmas is a time of being
with your family. It is a time of
giving and helping. Every year
many people get a Christmas
tree and decorate it with
ornaments, lights, tinsel,
strings of popcorn, and a star
on top. Christmas is not just for
presents from Santa Claus. It is
also a time to praise God for
the birth of his son Jesus. The
angel Gabriel came to Mary to
announce to her that she
would be the mother of God’s
son. She would raise Jesus
with a carpenter named
Joseph, who would be his
foster father. Mary and Joseph
travelled to Bethlehem, where
he was born inside a stable.
Sheep, cows and donkeys
were laying next to him as the
3kings were giving him gifts
such as gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. It is a time to be
thankful to God for sending his
son down to Earth; and to be
grateful for family and friends.
Article by Nick P.
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Christmas movie review: A Christmas
story
A Christmas Story is a Christmas movie where there are four
main characters; Ralphie, Randy and their parents. Ralphie wants
a BB gun for Christmas but his mom always says “you’ll shoot
your eye out”, to him. His teacher also warns him as well. Ralphie
gets in trouble a couple of times throughout the movie, with one
of the funniest scenes involving him in a school fight with a bully.
The movie leads up to Christmas but also shows an unusual
Thanksgiving dinner at a Chinese restaurant due to an unruly
pack of dogs! As the movie goes on Ralphie begins to feel
hopeless that he will get the toy he wants. Does he? Find out by
watching “ A Christmas Story” on winter break! Article by Austin
R.
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behind Christmas
traditions

Campus news

- The Candy Cane goes all
the way back to the 17th
century in Germany. The J
shape of the Candy Cane
represents Jesus and the
staﬀ used by shepherds
when they visited Jesus
when he was born. The
white color represents the
purity of Jesus and the red
stripes, the blood he would
shed for mankind. Lastly,
the peppermint flavor
reflects the hyssop plant
that was used for
purification in the Bible.
- Gift Giving at Christmas
time is another well known
tradition, loved by boys and
girls everywhere! One
reason for it comes from
the Wise Men in the gospel
who present gifts of Gold,
Frankincense and Myrrh in
honor of Jesus’ birth.
Another known reason is
from the act of St. Nicholas
who gave gifts during this
time to the poor. By Nick
P.

SMS Times

On December 6th, Archbishop Blair ( visited all the classrooms),
Representative Hampton, Superintendent Griﬃn, Former
Principal Mrs Maynard, Rev. Whyte, pastor of St Catherine of
Siena and Rev Ptaszinski, Pastor of St. Therese, a filming crew
and others came over to SMS. This event had them recognize
SMS as a 2018 Blue Ribbon school of excellence. Mrs.
Williamson displayed a plaque and a flag. Representative
Hampton read a letter of congratulations from Senator Murphy.
The event happened after the opening prayer in the Parish
Center.

The SMS Times wishes you a
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
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